Chronic diarrhea and malabsorption.
Diarrhea is one of the major causes of infant morbidity and mortality worldwide. Major advances in understanding the pathophysiology of chronic diarrhea and malabsorption have taken place during the past three decades. Analysis of absorptive and secretory functions of the intestine has provided some insight into the possible causes of diarrhea. This article summarizes some of the specific causes of malabsorptive diarrhea in infancy and childhood, with emphasis on pathophysiology and approaches to therapy.